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Election/Restrictions 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of the 
claimed invention: 

Species 1, claims 1-9 are directed to a network storage apparatus for cormecting a host computer 
with at least one storage device, comprising: a passive backplane having a plurality of data buses 
including firsfand second data buses; at least first and second chaimel interface modules, 
connected to said passive backplane and adapted to be connected to the host computer and the at 
least one storage device, that are operational to send and receive storage data to and from the 
host computer and the at least one storage device and that are operational to selectively transfer 
the storage data to one or more of said plurality of data buses; and at least first and second 
controller memory modules, cormected to said passive backplane, that communicate with said 
channel interface modules via said passive backplane, and that store and process the storage data 
transferred to and from said channel interface modules. 

Species 2, claims 10-14 are directed to a method for transferring data between a host computer 
and one or more storage devices, comprising: transferring firstly data from the host computer to a 
channel interface module using a first channel medium; transferring secondly said data from said 
channel interface module to a first controller memory module using a passive backplane; 
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processing said data at said controller memory module to define storage data; transferring thirdly 
said storage data to said channel interface module via said passive backplane; transferring 
fourthly said storage data to the at least one storage device via a second channel mediimi: and 
mirroring said storage data between said first controller memory module and a second controller 
memory module substantially independently of said first channel medium and said second 
channel medium. 

Species 3, claims 15-19 are directed to a network storage apparatus for connecting a host 
computer with at least one storage device, comprising: at least first and second charmel interface 
modules, each adapted to be cormected to a host channel and a disk channel, that are operational 
to send and receive data over the host channel and disk charmel, the host charmel being 
connected to the host computer and the disk charmel being cormected to the at least one storage 
device; at least first and second controller memory modules that communicate with said first and 
second channel interface modules and process data fi"om the host computer to provide storage 
data for storage on the at least one storage device and process data fi'om the at least one storage 
device to provide retrieved data for delivery to the host computer; and a passive backplane 
connected to each of said channel interface modules and each of said controller memory modules 
that supports commvmication between said channel interface modules and said controller 
memory modules, wherein when data is being carried by the host channel and/or the disk channel 
and at the same time data is. being mirrored between said first controller memory module and 
said second controller memory module, neither the host channel nor the disk channel carries 
more than fifty per cent of said data being mirrored. 
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Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 
Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to 
additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the limitations of 
an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, 
applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP 5809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentability distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFRl . 
143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
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application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earUer conmiunications from the examiner 
should be directed to Tammara Peyton whose telephone number is (571) 272-4157. The 
examiner can normally be reached between 6:30 - 4:00 from Monday to Thursday, (I am off 
every first Friday), and 6:30-3:00 every second Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh, can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3718. Any inquiry of 
a general nature of relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 
Mailed responses to this action should be sent to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 
Faxes for Official/formal (After Final) communications or for informal or draft 
communications (please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") sent to: 
(703) 872-9306 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
USTPO, 201 1 South Clark Place, Customer Window 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby Room 1B03, Arlington, VA, 22202Crystal Park II, 2121. 

TAMMARA PEYTON 
PWMARyEXAJaHNER 

Tammara Peyton 
March 15, 2007 




